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"Shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right?" 

Ahraham  had  long  "been  an  anxious  spectator  of 
the  awful  degradation  of  the  cities  of  the  plains 
and  when  the  decree  of  the  Almighty  was  coinmuni- 
cated  to  him  that  the  sword  of  vengeance  should 
he  unsheathed  he  saw  its  justice  and  he  murmured 
not.     But  when  he  thought  of  the  i'^ew  probahle 
righteous  in  the  city  and  could  see  no  way  for 
them  to  escape  the  impending  destruction  his 
great  heart  melted  with  s^.mipathy  and  he  began  to 
question  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  the  diTlne 
proceeding.     But  his  questionings  were  as  blind 
as  they  '  ere  ill-timed  for  as  yet  ?r0d  had  com- 
municated to  him  but  a  part  of  his  plan  and  had 
not  told  him  that  if  there  was  not 'a  sufficient 
number  found  to  moTe'  divine  forbearance  yet  v/hat 
few  there  were  should  be  led  forth  by  his  holy 
angels  to  a  city  of  refuge. 

Abraham  misjudged  the  character  of  the  wonderful 
providence  which  he  was  told  was  about  to  tahe 
place  because  he  judged  before  the  designs  of 
God  in  that  providence  were  fulljr  unfolded. 
From  all  information  he  then  had  it  was  apparent 
to  him  that  the  righteous  must  perish  with  the 
wickeci  and  in  the  Justice  of  such  a  providence 
he  distrusted.     But  his  distrust  was  the  result 
of  his  limited  knowledge  of  God's  plans.     It  was 
founded  in  ignorance  and  just  so  v/henever  men 
undertake  to  inspect  the  doings  of  God  and  to 
pass  judgment  upon  them  they  often  fall  into 
doubts  and  disbelief  because  they  fail  to  take 
in  the  v/hole  plan.     They  see  only  one  link  in 
the  great  chain  of  providence;  the  one  right  be- 
fore their  eyes.an:^.  failing  to  see  the  good  and 
benevolent  results  which  that  chain  unites  to 
God  they  conclude  in  their  ignorance  that  the 
ways  of  the  Lord  are  not  equal.     In  examining 
the  providence  of  God  we  should  be  careful  not 
to  form  our  conclusions  from  those  parts  of  it 
which  appear  visible  to  our  eyes  at  the  present 
time  and  Immie  : lately  around  us.     ]3ut  we  should 
diligently  studj:'  what  is  the  most  probable  ef- 
fect that  such  parts  of  His  providence  are  de- 
signed to  have  upon  men  at  lar  -'e.     "e  should 
study  God's  designs  not  only  in  the  superficial 
and  external  changes  that  affect  -society  but  v;e 
should  trace  them  dovm  deep  into  the  human  mind 
and  character  and  vie  should  follov'  them  outward 


and  onward  to  the  "boundaries  of  God's  governnient . 
There  are  events  in  human  life  which  forcibly 
trun  the  Dinds  of  men  to  a  hi^jher  power,  events 
which  force  the  soul  to  its  resources  of  truth 
and  lead  it  to  exclaim  "Shall  not  the  Judge  of 
sll  the  earth  do  right?"     llever  perhaps  has  this 
inquiry  come  more  sincerely  from  our  hearts  than 
on  the  present  mournful  occasion  and  that  ^^^e  may 
"be  instructed  let  us  inquire: 

I.  ".'Hiat  are  the  limits  of  the  divine  agency  in 
human  conduct? 

1.  I.Ian  is  a  moral  agent;  therefore  free.  '}od 
created  him  thus;  therefore  the  creation  is 
right.     "^jut  his  being  a  man  imilies  the  possibil- 
ity to  sin.     If  'jod  should  make  it  imipossible 
for  him  to  sin  he  would  malie  him  something  else 
than  m.an.     "\\Tiy,"  it  is  asked,  ''does  he  not  pre- 
vent sin?"     I  ans"'er,  that  he  could  present  sin 
but  would  then  prevent  the  power  of  obedience 
also  for  the  7jossibility  of  virtue  in  a  proba- 
tioner implies  the  possibility  of  vice.  Ood 
does  not  prevent  sin  in  any  other  sense  than 
that  he  does  not  destroy  the  agency  of  the 
creature  and  thus  destroy  holiness  as  well  as 
sin. 

2.  We  trace  the  providence  of  Q-od  in  those  re- 
straints which  he  throws  around  men  alxvays  to 
de.ter  them  from  the  commission  of  sin  and  on  the 
other  hand  in  the  inducemients  he  affords  to 
every  mind  to  the  perform.ance  of  virtue. 

2.  "/e  see  his  providence  also  in  counteracting 
and  bounding  sin  so  that  it  shall  not  become 
universal.     In  all  the  race  we  see  5od  working 
continually  against  it.     Though  he  cannot  prevent 
men's  wrong  acts  without  Making  him  something 
else  than  man  yet  he  does  overrule  the  results 
of  his  v/rong  acts.     "God  makes  the  wrath  of  man 
to  praise  him."    V/hatever  may  be  the  malignity 
of  the  sinner  and  hov/ever  deep  the  tiirpitude  of 
his  crime  God  will  not  suffer  consequences  to 
flov/  therefrom  which  he  cannot  control. 
From,  this  standpoint  we  come  to  look  upon  our 
bereavement  to-day  and  though  we  meet  under  a 
cloud  of  unwonted  gloom  yet  v^e  v/ill  remember 
that  the  "Judge  of  all  the  earth  doeth  right." 
An  act  has  been  performed  by  one  of  our  fellow 
citizens  which  strikes  horror  to  the  hearts  of 
millions:  an  act,  the  results  of  which  reach 
farther  than  the  shores  of  a  continent:  an  act 
which  shocks  the  entire  civilised  v/orl:   an  act 
which  will  go  upon  history  as  the  m.ost  unpar- 


alleled  in  atrocity  since  its  great  archetype 
was  performed  at  I't.  Calvary.  A  "brutal  assassin, 
thirsting  for  the  most  precious  of  human  hlood, 
steals  to  the  presence  of  the  unsuspecting  mag- 
istrate and  with  plans  laid  with  fiendish  pre- 
cision delights  in  a  deadly  aim  that  pierces  the 
hearts  of  all  Christendom. 

^^en  may  v/e  behold  a  providence  here?  It  is  true 
Gfod  gave  the  assassins  freedom;  he  made  them 
men;  else  they  had  not  been  accoui.;table .  'Vere  it 

an  accident  there  were  no  blame.  But  now  the 

whole  force  of  guilt  is  on  those  who  decided  to 
perpetrate  the  crime. 

Grod's  providence  was  see^in  restraining  them 
from  the  commission  of  the  deed.  They  had  been 
foiled  again  and  again.  They  had  been  restrained 
by  fear  of  detection,  by  the  vigilence  of  the 
people  if  not  by  their  ovui  consciences;  and  they 
were  unable  to  carry  their  awful  plan  to  its 
completion.  But  further  than  this,  in  the  act 
which  bereaved  a  nation  of  its  head,  providence 
had  nothing  to  do.  Tell  us  not  that  it  was  the 
hand  of  Crod  that  took  Abraham  Lincoln  awaj^  from 
us.  His  hand  was  stipetched  out  to  restrain,  not 
to  iiill.  "It  Avas  an  enemy  that  did  this."  There 
is  no  providence  in  the  murder  of  our  r)resident, 
any  more  than  in  any  other  wicked  act  that  man 
ever  5 id.  It  was  the  black  hand  of  the  devil  and 
not  the  Lord^E  hand  that  took  his  life.  And  this 
leads  us  to  ask: 

II.  '-hat  spirit  is  the  sole  cause  of  our  bereave- 
ment this  day? 

President  Lincoln  falls  not  by  the  hand  of  gov-. 
etousness.  It  was  not  the  midnight  robber  thirst- 
ing for  his  gold  that  slew  him.  lie  falls  not  for 
his  vices.  _?.ulers  have  sometimes  been  assassi- 
nated because  of  their  vices.   They  afflicted 
their  people  so  that,  though  assassination  is  a 
crime  always,  yet  it  became  their  relief.  I'lr. 
Lincoln  had  no  vices  that  afflicted  the  people. 
He  never  was  tyrannical  but  in  the  administra- 
tion of  his  high  duties  as  in  the  more  private 
walks  of  life  was  the  same  man  of  kindness  and 
S37mpathy.   Coming  from  the  ranks  of  the  people  fe± 
his  heart  was  ever  with  them,    'is  hand  was  ever 
stretched  out  to  grasp  the  hanu.  of  the  states- 
man, the  mechanic  and  the  day  laborer  alike.  All 
were  welcom.ed  to  his  presence  and  vere  delighted 
to  look  upon  his  serene  and  honest  countenance. 
Ilr.  Lincoln  fells  not  as  a  usurper.  ':,e  was 
elected  to  the  chief  magistracy  by  the  free 


choice  of  a  free  people,  lings  and  Emperors  have 
been  assassinated  but  it  was  by  thovse  v/hose 
right  to  the  throne  had  been  violated  or  who  ex- 
pected to  ascend  the  throne  v/hen  vacated.  But 
our  president  was  no  usurper.  There  v/as  not  a 
human  being  on  this  footstool  whose  rights  v/ere 
injured  by  his  occupancy  of  the  chair  of  the 
nation.  Ho,  it  was  the  spirit  v/hich  produced  the 
greatest  rebellion  in  our  world  that  slew  him. 
Booth,  the  murderer,  is  but  one  among  the  ten- 
thousand  murderers  which  that  spirit  has  pro- 
duced; and  viewed  in  reference  to  the  spirit 

that  produced  him  he  is  most  insignificant  

like  a  particle  of  black  cinder  upon  the  surface 
of  a  m.olten  sea.  "3ooth  v/as  but  the  tool  of  the 
confederacy,   the  plot  v/as  the  plot  of  the  rebels 
and  v/hen  he  leaped  ujDon  the  stage  and  shouted 
"Sic  semper  tyrannis"  he  shouted  the  rebel  v/atch- 
v/ord.  That  plot  embraced  doubtless  not  only  the 
president  but  all  his  cabinet,  the  ".^ice  I  resi- 
dent- and  the  Lieut.  'Ireii,  It  i^  the  same  spirit 
that  laid  a  plot  for  the  assassination  of  the 
president  when  first  elected.  That  spirit  is 
older  than  the  rebellion  as  the  father  is  older 
than  the  child.  Jt  has  lived  in  this  country  a 
century  and  has  fattened  and  thrived  upon  the 
richest  country  and  under  the  bov^t  human  govern- 
ment God  ever  gave  to  man.  The  genmus  of  that 
spirit  is  the  genius  of  barbarism:  it  is  the 
soul  of  tyranny:   the  deli:3:ht  of  indolence  and 
the  life  of  lust.   3ee  this  nark  siDirit  of  hell.  • 
At  first  it  only  demanded  sufferance  until  it 
shO::ld  die;  then  it  begand  to  ^rov/  instead  of  :  ' 
die;  and  to  assume  gigantic  strength  making  de-: 
mand  after  der.^and,  receiving  concession  after 
concession  until  it  overrules  the  Constitution, 
paralyzes  the  government,  debases  the  sscred 
erm.ine  of  justice  in  the  national  and  federal 
courts;  grasps  the  Bible,  first  silences  the 
pulpit,  then  commands  it  to  proclaim  its  divin- 
ity, presses  the  majesty  of  Theology  into  its 
service  and  makes  doctors  of  divinity  advocate 
it  on  their  iaiees.  ."^t  then  seizes  the  national 
:^overnment  and  attempts  to  unfurl  its  dark  ban- 
ner over  this  entire  land  of  freedom.  Because 
rebuked  and  checked  it  then  plots  treason, 
steals  the  government  property,  bribes  her  of- 
ficers, bi^tchers  rier  citizens,  knocks  down  her 
best  senators  and  lays  its  bloody  hands  on  ?ier 
flag  to  rend  it  to  pieces.  Thus  this  dark  thing 
lifts  itself  up  in  the  li^ht  of  our  Christian 


civi:j.ization  end.  with  eyes  r^loatin^  over  the 
do^'Tif ell  of  freedom  and  religion,  vith  heart 
swelled  r/ith  the  g'lut  of  human  innocence,  it 
shouts:   "Though  a  million  of  freemen  die  yet 
shall  Slavery  live."  And  so  it  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  its  hlaclL  monarchy  resting  on  the  hearts 
and  pressing  out  the  sighs  and  tears  of  millions 
of  human  beings.  'This  ie  the  spirit  which  for 
four  dark  years  has  been  hanging  its  weeds  of 
woe  in  all  our  homes;  which  has  drunk  the  hlood 
of  our  brothers,  husbands  and  sons;  which  has 
starved  them  in  barbarous  prisons  and  has  laughed 
at  their  dying  groans.  This  is  the  spirit  v/hich 
has  murdered  our  president.  He  falls,  the  victim 
of  slave rj?-,  the  martyr  of  "•■'reedom. 
III.  But  what,  ms-Y  we  hope,  are  the  results 
which  divine  providence  will  connect  with  this 
sad  event? 

He  v/ho  is  all-wise,  "IVhoae  eyes  are  everywhere 
beholding  the  evil  and  the  good"  saw  that  the 
assassin  would  do  the  horrid  deed.  Because  he  is 
good  and  v/ise  we  must  believe  that  he  is  ready 
to  connect  with  the  deed  results  that  will  be 
glorious  to  humanity,  ouch  is  his  prerogative 
and  his  pleasure.  And  manjr  of  the  most  blessed 
dispensations  of  mercy  to  our  world  have  been 
brought  forth  from  its  deepest  crimes,  vreat  s,nd 
glorious  was  the  result  which  'Jod  brought  out  of 
the  wicked  sale  of  Joseph  by  his  brethren.  (Jreat- 
er,  more  glorious  the  result  he  brought  out  of 
the  sale  of  Jesus  by  one  of  his  disciples.  OrTeat 
shall  be  the  results,  if 'we  are  willing  to  re- 
ceive them,  which  God  v/ill  draw  from  this  deed 
of  monstrous  birth. 

1.  IVe  must  believe  that  he  would  lead  the  iimeri- 
cs^i  people  to  a  more  profound  recognition  of  him- 
self. '.7e  hsd  forgotten  CrOd.     So  said  I  resident 
Lincoln  in  his  immortal  inaugural.  'Ve  are  prone 
to  creature  worship.  So  has  it  ever  been  ivith 
men.  The  <3-reat  men,  who,  under  God,  have  been 
benefactors  and  deliverers,  have  been  exalted 
and  glorified  by  the  delivered,  while  the  author 
of  their  blessings  was  forgotten.  Had  ilr.  Lin- 
coln lived,  longer  who  can  say  but  we  should  have 
ascribed  to  him  the  glory  that  was  not  his?  V/e 
might  have  l-ost  si^rht  of  the  Divine  arm  which 
has  ¥/rought  our  victories  for  us.  As  a  people  we 
might  have  sinned  in  glorifying  the  creature. 
Our  danger  of  this  was  very  great.  '7e  loved  our 
Lincoln  so  much  we  almost  thought  he  was  our 
strength  and  our  glory.  But  God  has  said:   "I  am 


a  jealous  God  and.  my  g'lorj  will  T  not  give  to 
another."  But  I.Ir.  Lincoln  saw  this  danger  of 
ours  and  he  warned  us  against  it.  r:ore  than  any 
other  president  since  I.Ir.  Adams  did  he  ascribe 
all  the  glory  of  our  success  to  the  divine  Being 
and  earnestly  did  he  call  u].  on  us  to  seek  the 
favor  of  the  Almighty.  He  recognized  his  arm 
during  all  our  struggles,  mysteriously:'  moving 
events  so  as  to  loreserve  our  nation,  and  I.Ir. 
Lincoln  was  not  the  one  to  arrogate  to  himself 
the  glory  that  belongs  to  ?rOd,  And  we  are  this 
day  reminded  that  we  must  lean  upon  no  human  arm. 
The  greatest  and  best  of  rulers  are  as  the  flower 
of  the  field:   in  a  day  they  may  pass  from  our 
view.  But  if  in  our  hearts  there  is  a  profound 
regard  for  the  rightness  of  God  we  shall  be  x)re- 
served  even  though  our  rulers  may  fall  before 
our  eyes. 

8,  Prom  this  event  there  will  spjring  forth  a 
stronger,  holier  bond  of  union  to  this  nation. 
The  influence  of  this  event,  reaching  as  it  d-oes 
to  the  very  depths  of  the  human  soul,  stirring 
its  most  holy  sympathies,  rousing  all  its  sense 
of  Justice,  honor,  right,  will  be  more  mighty  on 
the  hearts  of  incoming  generations  than  laws  or 
armies.  The  influence  of  the  grave  of  a  patrdiot, 
of  a  statesman  over  the  human  mind  is  mysterious 
and  wonderful.  See  that  young  prince,  heir  to 
the  greatest  throne  on  the  globe,  as  he  visits 
this  republic;  and  passing  throu2:h  its  crowded 
cities  and  over  its  broad  states,  unmoved,  until 
he  comes  to  lit.  Vernon,  and  as  h'    stands  in  si- 
lent meditation,  gazing  into  the  tomb  of  Washing- 
ton, the  tears  come  from  his  eyes.  In  deep  rever- 
ence he  turns  from  the  place,  humble  and  satis- 
fied. "I  have  seen  enough  now,"  he  saj^s,  "of 
America;  let  me  go  home."  But  he  has  not  seen 
all,  nor  felt  all.  He  had  seen  only  the  grave  of 
a  patriot.  There  is  a  grave  of  greater  power. 
Lincoln's  is  the  grave  of  the  martyr,  ''/ashington 
came  doi'^'n  to  his  grave  calmly,  serenely,  as  the 
full  glowing  sun  sinks  out  of  sight  at  evening, 
leaving  in  all  hearts  a  feeling  of  sadness  that 
the  king  of  day  had  departed,  yet  a  feeling  of 
;)oy  that  he  departed  so  gloriously;^.  Lincoln 
comes  down  to  his  grave  like  the  sun  in  his  mid- 
day splendor,  arrested  by  some  mighty  power  and 
plunged  instantly  in  midnight  darkness.  Lincoln's 
death  shows  us  the  price  of  liberty.  The  future 
patriot,  historian  and  christian,  ?^hen  he  reads 
the  history  of  the  administration  nov7  closed. 


when  he  shall  have  visited  the  homes  that  have 
been  desolated,  and  listened  to  the  recital  of 
sorrow  that  can  never  "be  v-Titten,  when  he  shall 
have  visited  a  hundred  battlefields  and  seen  the 
soil  covered  with  the  bones  of  noble  freemen  and 
then  comes  to  the  srrave  of  Lincoln  and  reads 
there  the  lesson  we  are  reading  to-day,  he  will 
have  learned  the  price  we  pay  for  liberty.  But 
the  tree  of  liberty  is  firmly  planted  upon  our 
soil  now.  Its  roots  strike  into  half  a  mi^.lion 
of  freemen's  graves,  its  center  root  strikes  to 
the  bottom  of  our  noble  president's  grave.  The 
tree  is  well  watered  now;  watered  by  the  blood 
of  America's  best.  The  meanest  of  her  sons  who 
has  freely  bled  in  this  struggle  for  liberty  has 
shed  better  blood  than  any  monarch  on  this  globe 
has  to  shed. 

3.  But  this  result,  also,  we  think  providence 
will  connect  with  this  event,  viz:  A  higher  ap- 
preciation of  Justice,  '■'hen  the  Lord  gave  promise 
to  Abraham  that  he  should  become  a  mighty  nation 
he  said:   "for  I  know  him,   that  he  will  command 
his  children  and  his  household  after  him  to  do 
justice  and  Judgment  that  the  Lord  may  bring  up- 
on Abraham  that  which  he  hath  spoken  of  him^.'" 
Justice  is  the  quality  that  underlies  all  right 
government,  that  secures  it  from  the  encroach- 
ments of  evil,  that  guards  the  person  and  the 
rights  of  all  the  individual  subjects  of  govern- 
ment. Indeed,  it  is  the  very  foundation  stone  on 
which  the  order  and  peace  of  society  rest. 
On  the  one  hand,  if  the  rulers  disregard  Justice 
the  perpetuity  of  goverrment  and  the  sagety  of 
the  people  are  endangered,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  people  have  a  low  sense  of  the 
sacredness  of  Justice,  it  will  be  impossi^-'le  for 
rulers  to  enforce  it  and  the  lav/s  which  are  made 
for  the  bad  will  be  ineffective  and  the  vicious 
will  be  unpunished.  A  tim,e  of  national  disorder 
and  prostration  occurred  in  Israel  once  and  .TOd 
assigned  the  cause  and  said:  "I;o  man  called  for 
Justice  nor  any  pleaded  for  truth." 
It  is  v/ell  knov-'TL  that  for  m^any  years  our  wisest 
and  best  statesmen  have  seen  among  the  people  a 
declension  of  the  sense  of  Justice  and  they  have 
experienced  anxiety  on  accorait  of  it.  Indications 
of  decline  were  unmistakable,  both  among  the 
people  and  the  officers.  There  was  apparent  a 
ver:/  general  neglect  to  enforce  law  upon  trans- 
gressors who  became  consequently  very  bold  and 
numerous,  while  many  pleaded  openly  in  favor  of 


letting  the  criminal  go  free.  G-erman  infidelity 
v;hich  is  in  faTor  of  abolishing  all  penalties  and 
of  allowing  each  man  to  avenge  his  o\m  personal 
injuries  if  he  is  strong  enough  found  surprising 
growth  in  this  country,  so  that  spontaneous  ef- 
forts to  release  the  guilty  from  the  hands  of 
justice  were  much  more  frequent  than  effort?;  to 
bring  him  td)  justice.  In  many  states  capital 
punishment  had  been  abolished  and  then  the  par- 
doning power  had  been  exercised  to  an  alarming 
degree  so  that  crimes  had  rapidly  increased  and 
gOTernment  gave  less  pledge  of  security  to  per- 
son and  property.  How  far  this  lov/  sense  of  jus- 
tice among  us  was  produced  by  slavery  which  pro- 
fessedly sets  all  justice  at  defiance  T  stop  not 
now  to  inquire.  But  certain  it  is  that  from  a 
disregard  of  private  life  it  came  to  disregard 
the  life  of  the  nation;  and  organized  treason 
was  the  result.  Strange  to  say  Treason,  which  in 
all  civilized  countries  is  regarded  as  the  high- 
est civil  crime  and  is  punishable  everywhere  by 
death,  found  so  many  in  this  nation  to  palliate 
it  that  it  was  exceedingly  difficult  and  it  has 
been  di:^'ficult  up  to  the  presefit  time  to  brand 
it  1-ath  its  own  native  .guilt. 

Ivow,  it  is  one  thing  to  guard  and  defend  a  man 
from  the  blood;/  hands  of  an  assassin  and  it  is 
quite  another  thing  to  bring  the  assassin  to  jus- 
tice and  punish  him.  One  man  may  be  emiiiently 
qualified  for  the  one  worlc;  another  men  for  the 
other.  It  is  one  thin^  to  defend  a  nation  from 
the  assaults  of  traitors;  it  is  quite  aiuother 
thing  to  lift  up  the  dovm- trodden  law  and  bring 
those  traitors  to  justice. 

V/hen  our  heaven  favored  nation  was  assaulted  and 
eight  millions  of  her  subjects,  armed  from  her 
OYm  armories,  rose  in  hellish  purpose  to  slay  her 
and  uniinov/n  thousands  throughout  our  midst  stood 
ready  to  her  burial,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  called 
to  her  defense.  L'obly  did  he  take  his  stand  be- 
tween the  foe  and  his  unarmed  victim.  Ilever  did 
the  war  of  human  elements  rage  fiercer  around  a 
human  ruler  t/an  they  ,did  around  him.  The  mad 
legions  of  the  foe  surged  up  to  the  capital;  they 
surrounded  it;  they  began  to  close  in;  enemies  icsr 
v/ere  in  the  city  and  traitors  in  the  government 
offices;  senators  trembled;  secretaries  turned 
pale;  ministers  said  it  was  all  over;  the  enemy 
shouted  for  the  capital.  But  there  stood  the 
great  man,  in  the  majesty  of  his  mighty  manhood, 
calm  and  unmoved,  while  great  men  quaked  around 


him.  '7ith  his  eye  steadily  upon  the  foe  and  his 
arm  outstretched  to  wave  the  ?lag  of  Liherty  over 
the  nation  committed  to  his  charge,  there  he 
stood  to  commanti  the  armies  of  the  country  and 
the  admiration  of  the  vrarld. 

■^or  that  place  Ood  had  given  him  the  qualifica- 
tions: leniencjT-  to  attract  and  fix  the  wavering; 
firmness  to  save  him  from  faltering;  huoyancy  of 
spirit  and  faith  in  the  right  to  save  him  from 
despairing.  V.ith  a  breadth  of  comprehension  and 
a  po'."er  of  execution  r/hich  hut  fer.^  men  of  our 
age  possess  he  surveyed  the  real  work  to  he  done 
and  at  the  same  time  estimated  the  agencies  nec- 
essary to  accom.plish  it.   j'o  the  preservation  of 
this  glorious  Z^.epublic  and  its  emancipation  from 
the  chains  of  slavery  for  all  future  time  he  was 
called,  Tor  did  he  leave  his  jjost  either  to  hurl 
hacxc  the  shafts  of  malignity  that  fell  harmless 
at  his  feet  from  foreign  thrones  or  to  join  in 
the  shouts  of  victories  he  had  won  at  home,  "^or 
four  long  years  he  stood,  till  the  eiiemj ,  crushed 
beneath  the  gathering  forces  of  the  nation,  began 
to  retire,  and,  as  they  fell  back,  and  the  din 
of  war  subsided  and  the  smoke  rolled  av;ay,  then- 
was  revealed  to  the  gaze  of  the  nations  that  no- 
ble colossal  embodiment  of  Liberty  still  waving 
the  Flag  which  is  dearer  to  humanity  than  any 
that  ever  floated  on  the  breeze  of  heaven,. And 
as  that  Flag  floats  proudljr  from  his  hand;  floats 
over  the  national  capital;  floats  over  the  fallen 
rebel  capital;  floats  over  every  one  of  the 
States,  we  hear  the  voice  of  our  Lincoln  shout- 
ing the  nation  is  free  and  slavery  is  dead. 
It  is  the  voice  of  Lincoln  but  it  is  also  the 
voice  of  Freedom  and  she  is  shouting  her  eternal 
rights  in  the  ear  of  old  despotism.   That  voice 
dies  not  when  it  touches  the  shores  of  this  con- 
tinent. It  rolls  on.  The  waves  of  ocean  bear  it; 
the  winds  of  heaven  waft  it;  the  lightnings  -of 
God  flash  it  to  every  despots  throne  on  the 
globe , 

Abraham  Lincoln  had  done  his  work.  Lurin-T  the  long 

night  in  which  the  assault  upon  the  nation  had 

been  made  he  had  defended  her  and  had  put  the 

assassins  to  flight,  ".■'hen  the  morning  dams  he, 

satisfied  with  his  work  and  re.joicinT  in  the 

hope  of  a  long  and  cloudless  day  of  national 

glory,  retires  to  his  rest. 

Other  work  is  to  be  done  and  what  is  it? 

Last  Sxttday  night  and  oaturday  miorning  there  was 

a  scene  of  excitement  in  V/ashington.  The  assassin 


of  onr  president  had  fled.   The  officers  of  jus- 
tice are  in  pursuit.  The  men  who  have  .R^arded 
him  shall  ;.5uard  him  no  more  hut  the  murderers 
shall  he  caught  if  possihle.   If  they  are  taken, 
which  may  heaven  grant,  what  shall  he  done  v/ith 
them?  Do  I  hear  any  one  pleading  for  their  rar- 
don?  Hone.  Thw  Law  says  they  shall  he  hung  and 
there  is  not  a  christian  or  a  philanthropist 
upon  the  globe  hut  would  say  from,  his  heart  of 
hearts:  "The  Lav/  is  good;  let  them  hang." 
But  what  shall  we  do  with  those  other  assassins 
who  devised  the  plot?  Vfhat  shall  we  do  with  those 
\i\rho  planned  the  death  of  the  nationa  as  well  as 
of  the  president;  who  imt  the  dagger  to  the  na- 
tion's breast;  whose  strol:e  fell  on  Lincolii  in- 
stead of  the  nation?  V.Tiat  shall  we  do  with  those 
men.  guilty  as  Booth,  v.'ho  order  the  armies  that 
slevf  our  relatives  by  the  ten  thousand?  that 
murdered  them  like  savages?  that  starved  them  in 
loathsom.e  prisons?  Are  those  men  Yfho  planned  the 
rebellion  and  led  it  on  le'ss  guiltjr?  jjot  a  whit, 
"li/hat  shall  we  do  v/ith  them?"  is  the  question 
that  nov/  goes  from  mouth  to  m.outh.  The  question 
is  unanswered  and  it  begins  to  assume  an  impor-^ 
tance  in  the  minds  of  the  nation,   ^rave  issues 
are  likely  to  arise;  issues  that  will  touch  the 
foundations  of  government  and  shape  future  des- 
tinies . 

But,  hark,  \;'iiile  the  nation  is  uttering  its  wail 
of  sorrow  there  comes  another  voice,  "/e  turn  and 
look.  IIo  sooner  does  our  president  expire  than  w 
we  see  advancing  to  take  his  place  one  of  deter- 
mined mien  and  quick  of  step,  "'ho  is  this  that 
cometh  from  Tennessee  with  dyed  garments  from 
the  fields  of  blood?  We  hear  him.  answer:   "I  am 
Johnson  who  now  speaks  with  authority."  But 
wherefore  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparel  and  thy 
appearance  like  him  that  treadeth  in  the  winefat? 
He  answers  because  I  have  trodden  the  winepress  an 
and  of  the  people  there  was  none  vvith  me.  I  have 
come  from  the  scenes  of  secession  and  murder.  I 
have  witnessed  the  .guilt  of  treason;  therefore 
will  I  tread  dov.Ti  my  enemies  in  m^-  fury  and  I 
will  sprinkle  their  blood  upon  my  garments,  for 
the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  my  heart  and  the  year 
of  the  redeemed  is  com.e.  In  the  very  presence  of 
the  lifeless  body  of  our  president  I'r.  Johnson 
says:   "I  pity  the  deluded  masses  of  the  south, 
but  u] on  the  leaders,  the  responsible  ones  of 
this  rebellion,  I  would  exercise  the  penalt"  of 
the  law,"  To  that  declaration  there  com^-«  from 


the  hearts  of  loyal  Americans  a  hearty  .Imen. 
Amen  sounds  from  the  gratres  of  our  soldiers. 
In  the  name  of  our  outraged,  weeping  nation, 
while  our  murdered  Lincoln  is  this  moment  being 
■borne  to  his  grave,  we  say:  "Welcome,  Johnson." 
In  the  name  of  Heaven's  injured  innocence,  in 
the  name  of  Liberty,  so  long  in  chains,  nov/  ris- 
ing in  her  beauty,  we  say  to  Iresident  Johnson; 
Welcome  to  the  chair  of  justice,  iind  may  the  kix 
bright  gleaming  law  of  Jehovah  ever  encircle 
that  chair. 


B<%ar  Sir: 

ri  rt  of  >i1s  u'i  for  tun  5n  aacurin^r  an  au  tograp},  ..'pri  c;o:p.y  of 
thf}  a'^-'lroJit?  v/hich  your  r'itli'>r  i^.l4\''^*»4  on  A;  ^1865  jO-i  th-? 

which  you  coul'i  Qj;K%:ce  to  anoth-^r  Llncoin  coil'Sctor,  anl  uo  i  i.<,in 
vffnturfnrr  thi a  .letl'^r        you.      3  '^fouM  most  oftrtainly  iik^i  to 
•  'ir.--   *'  t  ..,   .If   1  t   1  o  <*r.  j  o.io  1         f  T  you  to  3  on -I  o  ri  e  • 


SAMPLE  BALLOT,  SPECIAL  RECALL  ELECTION,  DECEMBER  3rd,  1918 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  VOTERS: 

The  voter  shall  indicate  his  vote  for  or  against  the  recall  of  any  of  the  officers  proposed  to  be  recalled, 
by  stamping  a  cross  (X)  in  the  blank  voting  space  on  the  ballot  at  the  right  of  and  opposite  to  the  word  "Yes," 
or  the  word  "No,"  following  the  name  of  the  person  proposed  to  be  recalled. 

If  the  voter  stamps  a  cross  (X)  in  the  blank  following  the  word  "Yes,"  his  vote  shall  be  counted  in 
favor  of  recalling  the  person  whose  name  appears  in  the  recall  question  printed  immediately  to  the  left  thereof. 

If  the  voter  stamps  a  cross  (X)  in  the  blank  following  the  word  "No,"  his  vote  shall  be  counted  against 
recalling  the  person  whose  name  appears  in  the  recall  question  printed  immediately  to  the  left  thereof. 

To  vote  for  a  candidate  to  succeed  the  person  proposed  to  be  recalled,  the  voter  shall  stamp  a  cross  (X) 
in  the  blank  voting  space  at  the  right  of  and  opposite  to  the  name  of  one  of  the  candidates  to  succeed  such  per- 
son; but  no  vote  cast  shall  be  counted  for  any  candidate  for  said  office  unless  the  voter  also  voted  on  the 
question  of  the  recall  of  the  person  sought  to  be  recalled  from  said  office. 

To  vote  for  a  person  not  on  the  ballot  write  the  name  of  such  person  under  the  title  of  the  office  in 
the  blank  space  left  for  that  purpose.  All  marks  except  the  cross  (X)  are  forbidden.  All  distinguishing 
marks  or  erasures  are  forbidden  and  make  the  ballot  void.  If  you  wrongly  stamp,  tear  or  deface  this  ballot 
return  it  to  an  inspector  of  election  and  obtain  another. 


Shall  Laura  M.  Johns 
be   recalled   from  the 
office   of    Member  of 
the   Board   of  Educa- 
tion? 

YES 

Shall    Mary  Walker 
Lancaster   be  recalled 
from     the     office  of 
Member  of  the  Board 
of  Education? 

YES 

Shall  John  Urquhart 
be   recalled   from  the 
office    of    Member  of 
the   Board   of  Educa- 
tion? 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

For   Member   of   Board   of  Edu- 
cation to  succeed  Laura  M.  Johns,  in 
case  she  shall  be  recalled. 

(Vote  for  One) 

For  Member  of  Board  of  Educa- 
tion to  succeed  Mary  Walker  Lan- 
caster, in  case  she  shall  be  recalled. 

(Vote  for  One) 

For  Member  of  Board  of  Educa- 
tion to   succeed  John  Urquhart,  in 
case  he  shall  be  recalled. 

(Vote  for  One) 

LENA  CROUSE 

ANNA  M.  W.  CONNELL 

S.  M.  BINGHAM 

LILLIAN  REYNOLDS 

CLAUDE  WOOLMAN 

JOHN  C.  SACHS 

Reasons  set  forth  in  Petition  Demanding  Re- 
call of  Laura  M.  Johns : 

"She  has  held  such  office  for  more  than  six 
months  last  past  and  her  removal  is  now  sought 
upon  the  grounds  that  she  has  through  personal 
motives  or  political  designs  destroyed  the  har- 
mony and  efficiency  of  our  schools." 

Laura  M.  Johns'  Justification  of  Her  Course 
in  Office : 

"There  never  have  been  personal  motives  for 
my  acts  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
There  was  nothing  to  be  gained  from  such  a 
course.  My  one  object  has  been  to  further  the 
best  interests  of  the  schools.  The  child  and  his 
educational  welfare  have  come  first  in  my  mind. 
I  have  no  political  aspirations  beyond  service  to 
our  schools,  hence  I  have  not  been  influenced  by 
any  consideration  of  favor.  Cha  iges,  in  which 
I  have  acquiesced,  were  made  with  the  thought 
of  bettering  the  conditions  under  which  those 
who  remain  will  have  to  work  during  the  coming 
year. 

My  campaign  was  frank  and  open  and  I  have 
redeemed  the  promises  of  my  platforrn.  I  have 
helped  bring  about  economy  aijd  efficiency,  not- 
withstanding opposition  and  resistance  amount- 
ing to  insubordination  have  opposed  these  efTorts 
of  the  Jioard.  Api)arcntly  the  desire  for  revenge 
in  the  minds  of  some  has  been  paramount  to 
their  loyalty  to  school  interests  with  the  result 
that  the  alleged  injury  to  our  school  system,  has 
apparently  been  self-inflicted  with  the  purpose  of 
discrediting  the  Hoard.  I  am  glad  to  submit  my 
record  as  a  member  of  the  School  Hoard  to  the 
consideration  of  the  voters. 

LAURA  M.  JOHNS." 


Reasons  set  forth  in  Petition  Demanding  Re- 
call of  Mary  Walker  Lancaster : 

"She  has  held  such  office  for  more  than  six 
months  last  past  and  her  removal  is  now  sought 
upon  the  grounds  that  she  has  through  personal 
motives  or  political  designs  destroyed  the  har- 
mony and  efficiency  of  our  schools." 

Mary  Walker  Lancaster's  Justification  of  Her 
Course  in  Office : 

"I  made  my  campaign  independent  of  all  candi- 
dates. This  is  shown  by  the  greater  vote  I  ob- 
tained at  the  polls.  At  no  time  did  I  pledge 
myself  to  any  definite  action,  but  remained  open 
to  conviction  and  have  since  acted  independently. 
A  brief  reference  to  the  records  of  the  board  will 
show  that  I  voted  at  times  with  the  others  now 
sought  to  be  recalled  and  at  other  times  against 
them,  but  always  as  my  best  judgment  and  con- 
science dictated.  This  method  of  action  I  have 
since  followed,  as  shown  by  my  voting  to  retain 
many  of  the  dismissed  teachers  because  of  their 
efficiency.  This  course  of  action  I  shall  continue 
to  pursue. 

That  my  vote  was  not  actuated  by  politics  is 
apparent  to  even  the  most  casual  observer. 
Neither  was  I  actuated  by  personal  motives  for 
I  regarded  this  as  a  service.  I  have  attended 
summer  schools  to  better  fit  myself  to  decide 
school  questions.  In  conclusion,  I  have  been 
actuated  solely  by  a  desire  for  economy  and 
efficiency,  but  above  all  to  procure  better  educa- 
tion for  the  child. 

MARY  W.  LANCASTER." 


Reasons  set  forth  in  Petition  Demanding  Re- 
call of  John  Urquhart : 

"He  has  held  such  office  for  more  than  six 
months  last  past  and  his  removal  is  now  sought 
upon  the  grounds  that  he  har  through  personal 
motives  or  political  designs  destroyed  the  har- 
mony and  efficiency  of  our  schools." 

John  Urquhart's  Justification  of  His  Course 
in  Office : 

"REASONS  WHY  I  SHOULD  NOT  BE  RE- 
CALLED. 

FIRST:  Because  I  dared  to  do  that  for  which 
I  was  elected,  to-wit :  rid  the  City  Schools  of  a 
political  machine  which  had  dominated  the  Public 
School  system  of  San  Diego  for  many  years. 

SECOND :  Because  after  a  careful  investiga- 
tion of  the  situation,  I  found  the  nurnber  of 
teachers  employed,  to  greatly  exceed  that  justified 
by  the  average  daily  attendance. 

THIRD:  Desiring  to  maintain  a  high  state 
of  efficiency,  and  to  economize  as  far  as  practical, 
I  saw  the  necessity  of  reducing  the  teaching 
force. 

JOHN  URQUHART." 


Ch-eboy/^an ,  Mich. 
Dear  Sir: 

j'h«  matil'ha.3  Vroufrht  ra*;  t.Jie  typ^  C50py  of  tht  sermon  preached 
by  your  father  th<9  Sun  lay  follow1n.g  the  a33asainat5on  of  President  Lin- 
coln, ani  T  have  reai  it  throiir^h  with  much  interest,  -^or  it  se^ms  to  re 
to  "be  '"ffortVi  a  high  place  In  the  list  of  Lincoln  fun'-^ral  sermons.  I 
thank  you  nost  sincerely  for  your  courteay  in  having  the  type-i  copy  niade 
for  ma,  ani  I  would  >ye  willing  to  pay  something  for  the  typist's  work 
if  you  wi  11  let  rne. 

I  am  enclosing  a  post-card  which  I  f?;ot  up,  showing  three  differ- 
ent portraits  of  Preaident  Lincoln,  -which  X  trust  you  '.vi  1 1  acc ept  with 
my  complirjents . 

Very  truly  yours, 


